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We, the staff of the Office for Diversity and Inclusion, would first like to acknowledge
that we sit on Penobscot Land. The Penobscot Nation is one of four tribal nations
(along with the Passamaquoddy, Micmac, and Maliseet) that make up the Wabanaki
Confederacy. Even as we acknowledge that many injustices, particularly related to
land and water, continue today, we also are aware that we benefit directly from being
on this land and from the exploitation of the people who were here first.
October 11th is the day we center and honor the original dwellers of the United
States of America. Historically, Indigenous history, experiences, contributions,
wisdom, heritage, language, culture and actual bodies have been erased, silenced
and forgotten. Today we push back on this invisibility. This day gives us a chance to
take some time to remember this fact while also finding ways to reconcile our past
oppressive habits to current education and informed actions. For this, we must first
acknowledge that most of our systems (educational, media representation, history,
access to start business, be protected by law enforcement, have parks etc) are set
up specifically to benefit certain folx and keep the rest out. This “way of life” has
become such an insidious part of who we are now that it makes dismantling
oppressive and racist systems very hard. If we think about education, access to land
and water, addictions, missing and murdered women and girls and so much more,
within Native narratives, the result of decisions and actions made by non-Native folx.
We continue to live within these systems that perpetuate these harm. 
So what now?
Where do we go?
What do we do?
I have a checklist of things you can do! 
-Recognize that we are on Indigenous land! Understanding why we are doing this as
our intention communicates our integrity. In collaboration with the Wabanaki
Confederacy, UMaine has adopted this one: https://umaine.edu/about/university-of-
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maine-land-acknowledgement/
-Support the movement to remove and ban harmful and racist mascots utilizing
indigenous imagery and language. 
-Support local and other indigenous people’s rights and movements.
-Contribute to the First Nations Development Institute’s COVID-19 Emergency
Response Fund that directly supports Native American communities (as we
recognize that Native folx have been disproportionately impacted by the pandemic). 
-Support the implementation of LD 291! This is a law that requires teaching of Maine
Native American history and culture in Maine schools. To learn about how to do this,
check out what the Abbe Museum instructs us by clicking this link. 
-Visit the Abbe Museum in Bar Harbor, Maine
-Residential schools are a reality here in the United States as well. See what the
National Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition is doing by clicking
here. 
-Sign up to watch the Emmy Award-winning documentary film Dawnland and Dear
Georgina for free by RSVPing on EventBrite. 
-Read, listen, learn from Indigenous voices right from your community:
1. New Moon Teachings: Indigenous Peoples’ Day and Wabanaki Activism
2. Maine Wabanaki Reach
3. Wabanaki Two Spirit Alliance
In solidarity,
Anila Karunakar, Director
Office for Diversity and Inclusion
Join Dawn Neptune Adams, (Penobscot) and member of the Sunlight Media
Collective, Christopher Newell (Passamaquoddy) executive director and senior
partner to Wabanaki Nations at the Abbe Museum, and Jennifer Kreisberg
(Tuscarora) award-winning composer and singer and member of ULALI along with
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Dawnland filmmaker Adam Mazo. Through storytelling, song, ceremony and clips
from the Emmy® -winning documentary Dawnland, the group will shine a spotlight on
the hidden history of genocide and survival of Wabanaki people in particular and
Indigenous people more broadly across Turtle Island and Mother Earth.
Partners: Abbe Museum, Sunlight Media Collective, Upstander Project (Dawnland)
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He’s everywhere in a land he never knew existed, in a nation that wasn’t formed for
nearly three centuries after his death. How did Christopher Columbus become a
fixture of American society? Why do many of us only know what we learned as
children about one of the most monumental events in human history – one with
consequences that are still rippling through different cultures in the US?
Winner of the Colorado International Film Festival Best Documentary Feature (2018)
Viewer discretion is advised.
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"It's Something That Most Americans Would Never Tolerate." Maine Public Radio's
Robbie Feinberg travels to the Passamaquoddy Tribe at Pleasant Point, Maine to
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examine the years-long struggle to provide safe drinking water to it's people.
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Please join us in Orono for the inauguration of the Robert Talbot Civil Rights
Speaker Series, featuring co-authors of "Fighting Time," Amy Banks and Isaac
Knapper. The event will be held on Thursday, October 21, 2021 at Wells
Conference Center from 4:30 to 7:00 pm. Registration available here:
our.umaine.edu/talbot.
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Remember me
(Remember me)
When the Sun comes up in the morning Sky
There I will be
(There I will be)
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